[Epidemiology of COPD in France].
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) is a frequent and disabling disease but epidemiologic data remain fragmentary. The objective of this work was to bring together and describe the French epidemiologic data about COPD. This review of the literature was performed by querying the NLM PubMed database in French and in English with the key words "chronic obstructive pulmonary disease", "epidemiology", "mortality", and "France". The studies including French data were selected. Four prevalence studies and one mortality study were identified. Prevalence was estimated between 1.0 and 11.1% in the general population. The mean mortality rate between 2000 and 2002 was 84.3/100,000 in men and 19.1/100,000 in women. Smoking is the best documented risk factor and a dose-response relationship has been established. The attributable risk fraction for occupational exposure is assessed at 15 to 20%. Prevalence studies are rare and do not always include objective measures of respiratory function. There are no specific French data in populations of smokers. COPD is a major public health issue. The main risk factor is smoking but the risk fraction attributable to occupational exposure is substantial. Epidemiologic knowledge of COPD should advance as the results of studies and screening program for at-risk subjects currently underway as part of the national COPD plan become available.